
 

 

Form 4 Subject Selection Guidebook 

For 2019-2020 

Form 3 students 

Information updated as of 30 March 2020 



Form 4 Subject Selection Guidebook  P.1 
 

Content 
 

Career and Life  Planning 

 

p.2 

HKDSE ( М ѝ ) 

Introduction of HKDSE 

 

p.6 

Universities Entrance Requirements for Programmes under JUPAS System 

 

p.7 

Requirements on Elective Subjects of University Programmes 

 

p.9 

Chinese Language Requirements for Non-Chinese Students 

 

p.10 

Websites and Contacts of Universities under JUPAS System 

 

p.12 

Form 4 Classes and Subject Combination 2020-2021 (HKDSE) 

2020-2021 ( ) 

p.14 

Introduction of HKDSE Elective Subjects 

 

p.15 

IBDP ( ѝ (Є ) דּ ) 

Introduction of IBDP 

( )  

p.28 

IBDP Courses offered at Po Leung Kuk Ngan Po Ling College 

( )  

p.29 

Introduction of IBDP Courses 

( )  

p.31 

List of Academic Affairs Head, Career and Life Planning Teachers,  

IBDP Coordinators and IBDP Career Guidance Teacher  

̡ ̡ ( )

 

p.57 



Form 4 Subject Selection Guidebook  P.2 
 

 

Career and Life Planning 

 

Subject selection is a key step of career and life planning and career and life planning can help you with your 

subject selection. 

 

Explore the future, be the captain of your life 
 

Career? Life? These may seem to be too farfetched and abstract for you. However, if  you are asked: what are 

your dreams and wishes; what do you want to be when you grow up? You may have an idea or two. In the 

world full  of unknown challenges and changes, occupations that may appear in the future are beyond our 

imagination. This implies that young people enjoy a larger freedom in their selection of career and life. Some 

may make the best decision for their own life. Some may be overwhelmed or muddle along. What would you 

do? 

 

Why you need life exploration and planning? 
 

Age 13 to 18 is an important stage for self-exploration. It is also a crucial period for the development of your 

life. Einstein once said, ñif you want to live a happy life, tie it with a goal, not to people or things.ò This 

means that if  you want to lead a happy and meaningful life, you need to set goals for yourself instead of 

following other people or things. Life planning cannot be done by others. If  you get yourself involved, you 

will  be able to enjoy the beauty of life. 

 

What is life exploration and planning? 
 

To understand life exploration and planning, we can follow the following steps: 

 

- UNDERSTANDING  THE SELF  (EGO) 

o Abilities 

o Interests 

o Personalities 

o Values 

 

- KNOWING THE OTHERS (ENVIRONMENT ) 

o Social and economic development 

o Demand and supply of human resources 

o Job nature and conditions 

o Career opportunities 

 

- MAKING  CHOICES 

o Analysis and comparisons 

o Decision-making 

o Planning and actions 

o Subject selection and job-hunting 

 

Simply put, life exploration is a process where you understand yourself (EGO), and information related to 

education and career (ENVIRONMENT ). Such exploration helps you with your planning of your life 

(CHOICE ). 
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STEP 1 - UNDERSTANDING  THE SELF  (EGO) 

The primary mission of ñlife explorationò is to get to know yourself. Yet, how should you start? You can try 

to answer the following questions: 

 

- WHAT  DO YOU L IKE  TO DO? (YOUR INTEREST) 

Some of you already have a clear idea of your interests. Some are still exploring. There is no need to 

hurry. You can cultivate and develop your interests in the following ways: 

 

o Leisure activities 

o Subject interests 

o Talent courses 

o Attempts in different perspectives 

o Voluntary work 

o Daily activities 

o Extra-curricular activities 

 

- WHAT  CAN YOU DO? (YOUR ABILITIES ) 

You can observe your performance in different subjects, for example, mastery of subject knowledge and 

skills, to discover personal abilities. You can also consult teachers and friends. One of the more scientific 

ways is to do a formal occupational orientation test to know more about your own potentials in different 

perspectives, which can be sharpened and trained. 

 

- WHAT  IS SUITABLE  FOR YOU? (YOUR PERSONALITIES ) 

Everyone has different personalities. You can know more about yourself through the description of your 

parents, teachers and friends. You can also learn more and reflect upon yourself through reading and 

attending related seminars. 

 

- WHAT  DO YOU WANT  TO DO? (YOUR VALUES) 

What is the meaning behind your thoughts? What do you believe in? For example, do you want to serve 

others, help others or have a good income with your job? The clearer your values are as you grow up, the 

clearer your choices will  be. 
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STEP 2 - KNOWING THE OTHERS (ENVIRONMENT ) 

Once you know your interests, abilities, personalities and values, you have the foundation for your 

preparation in making decisions for your life. From primary school to Form 3, you have been receiving basic 

education. Now, as you are promoting to senior secondary, you need to make decisions to prepare yourself to 

get involved in different professions and to learn related skills and knowledge. 

 

WHAT  K IND  OF ENVIRONMENT  DO YOU PREFER? 

To better plan for higher education and future career, you need to first understand different education paths, 

career requirements and their prospects. For instance, when you are choosing subjects for your senior studies, 

you can think about whether the subjects match your interests and abilities. You can make simple 

comparisons using the following tables: 

 

The subject(s) I like that 

is / are offered in the 

university 

 

 

Job(s) that I like  

Required elective(s) in 

senior secondary 
 

Institution(s) providing 

related trainings 
 

Elective(s) I am good at 

and interested in 
 Entry requirements  

 

IS IT THE K IND  OF ENVIRONMENT  YOU WANT? 

Once you have some thoughts, you can know more about the content of the subjects and jobs you are 

interested in, such as whether the future outcome is the same as what you imagine. The tables below can be 

used: 

 

 The university programmes I like 

A B C 

Subject content    

Further education 

upon graduation 

   

Career path    

Conclusion 1. Out of the three programmes, the one that best suits me is 

_________________. Reason: _____________ 

2. The programme A / B / C suit(s) / do(es) not suit my abilities and interests. 

Reason: _____________ 

3. The career paths in programme A / B / C match(es) / do(es) not match my 

dreams. Reason: _____________ 

 

 The jobs I like 

A B C 

Job content    

Promotion 

opportunities 

   

Career prospect    

Conclusion 1. Out of the three jobs, the one that best suits me is _________________. 

Reason: _____________ 

2. The job A / B / C suit(s) / do(es) not suit my abilities and interests. 

Reason: _____________ 

3. The career paths in job A / B / C match(es) / do(es) not match my dreams. 

Reason: _____________ 
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STEP 3 - MAKING  CHOICES 

After understanding the self (EGO) and knowing the others (ENVIRONMENT ), you need to make plans and 

decisions. In this process, your life goal is broken down into smaller stages and this can help you plan your 

concrete actions. 

 

For example: 

My dream: to be a famous stage actor and have my own troupe 

My short-term goal To become a member of a troupe 

My action plan To apply for related troupes and study courses related to 

acting to increase the chance of being accepted 

My goal before promoting to senior 

secondary or graduating from it 

To have a rich experience of acting in public 

 

Having smaller goals allows you to have practical actions that can lead you to your ultimate goal 

step-by-step. 

 

WHAT  DO YOU WANT  AND WHAT  DOES THE WORLD  WANT? 

Life planning is not a single act. It needs to cater for the need of society and environment. Some of you may 

still feel uncertain after doing different tests and knowing about different occupations. The reason may be the 

fact that you donôt know why the world needs those qualifications. There are different demands around the 

globe that need to be satisfied. New industries are also popping up every day. So you need to have a global 

view of the world and good moral values to explore the future and have an enriching life that can do good to 

the others. 
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Introduction  of HKDSE 

 

HKDSE subjects are divided into three categories, including 24 senior secondary subjects (4 core subjects 

and 20 elective subjects), applied learning subjects and other language subjects. 

 

Below are the DSE subjects offered by our College:  

  

Core Subjects: 

 ̧ Chinese Language (Non-Chinese students will  take GCSE Chinese and French at Form 4 instead) 

 ̧ English Language   

 ̧ Mathematics   

 ̧ Liberal Studies 

 

Elective Subjects: (in alphabetical order) 

 ̧ Biology 

 ̧ Business, Accounting and Financial Studies 

 ̧ Chemistry 

 ̧ Chinese History 

 ̧ Economics 

 ̧ Geography 

 ̧ History 

 ̧ Information and Communication Technology 

 ̧ Modules 1 and 2 of Mathematics 

 ̧ Physics 

 ̧ Visual Arts 
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Universities Entrance Requirements 

for Programmes under JUPAS System 

 

The requirements may change from time to time, please visit the universitiesô websites for updated details. 

 

(Information in the table below was updated as of 14 February 2020) 

Universities 

Minimum  achievement of 

core subjects in HKDSE 
Minimum  achievement of elective subjects in HKDSE 

Chi Eng Math LS 

No. of 

elective 

subjects 

required 

Replacement 

of elective 

subjects by 

M1 / M2 

Minimum  

achievement 

of elective 

subjects 

Other language 

subject used as 

elective subjects 

The 

University 

of Hong 

Kong 

( Є ) 

3 3 2 2 2 No 3 

 

Yes, The 

minimum 

requirement is 

Grade E. 

The Chinese 

University 

of Hong 

Kong 

( Мѝ 

Є ) 

3 3 2 2 2 Yes 3 

 

Yes, The 

minimum 

requirement is 

Grade E. 

The Hong 

Kong 

University 

of Science 

and 

Technology 

(  ᶾדּ

Є ) 

3 3 2 2 2 Yes 3 

 

 

 

 

 

No 

The Hong 

Kong 

Polytechnic 

University 

( Џ 

Є ) 

3 3 2 2 2 Yes 3 

 

Yes, The 

minimum 

requirement is 

Grade E. 

City 

University 

of Hong 

Kong 

( ₨Ӏ 

Є ) 

3 3 2 2 2 Yes 3 

 

Yes, The 

minimum 

requirement is 

Grade E. 

The Hong 

Kong 

Baptist 

University 

(  

Є ) 

3 3 2 2 2 Yes 3 

 

Yes, The 

minimum 

requirement is 

Grade E. 
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Lingnan 

University 

( ⁮Є ) 
3 3 2 2 1 No 2 

 

Yes, The 

minimum 

requirement is 

Grade E. 

The 

Education 

University 

of Hong 

Kong 

( Ṏ 

Є ) 

3 3 2 2 1 No 2 

 

 

Yes, The 

minimum 

requirement is 

Grade E. 

The Open 

University 

of Hong 

Kong 

( е  

Є ) 

3 3 2 2 1 No 2 

 

Yes, The 

minimum 

requirement is 

Grade E. 

 

Remarks: 

Individual schools or programmes in the aforesaid universities may require a higher attainment level in 

particular subjects and may also have specific subject requirements. Each school / programme uses a specific 

formula to calculate an applicantôs admission score based on his / her HKDSE scores, please visit the 

universitiesô websites for further details (QR codes available on p.12-13). 
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Requirements on Elective Subjects of 

University Programmes 

 

Some university programmes require / prefer particular elective subject(s) in HKDSE. The requirements 

may change from time to time, please visit the universitiesô websites for further details (QR codes available 

on p.12-13). 

Some examples are listed below: 

 

University programme Required / Preferred elective subjects in HKDSE 

CUHK Engineering ¶ Biology 

¶ Chemistry 

¶ Information and Communication Technology 

¶ Physics 

¶ M1 / M2 

CUHK Fine Arts ¶ Visual Arts 

CUHK Medicine ¶ Biology 

¶ Chemistry 

HKU Dental Surgery ¶ Biology 

¶ Chemistry 

¶ Physics 

HKU Medicine ¶ Chemistry 

PolyU Design ¶ Visual Arts 

PolyU Nursing ¶ Biology 

PolyU Physiotherapy ¶ Biology 

¶ Physics 

Risk management related programmes ¶ M1 / M2 
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Chinese Language Requirements for 

Non-Chinese Students 

 

Non-Chinese students at Po Leung Kuk Ngan Po Ling College are required to take GCSE Chinese 

examination in order to fulfill  the Chinese language requirements of the JUPAS participating-institutions. 

Details are listed below: 

 

Alternative qualifications in Chinese language to be 

accepted generally for applicants fulfilling  the 

specified circumstances in Note 

Any other special / additional requirements in 

respect of Chinese language proficiency applicable 

to specific faculties / programmes of studies (also 

for application to applicants fulfilling  the specified 

circumstances in Note) 

Qualifications Minimum grade required  

City University of Hong Kong 

ApL (C) Attained 

Nil  

GCE (A-Level) Grade E 

GCE (AS-Level) Grade E 

GCSE Grade C / Grade 4 

IGCSE Grade C / Grade 4 

Hong Kong Baptist University 

ApL (C) Attained For Non-Chinese Speaking (NCS) students fulfilling  

the specified circumstances* , HKBU will  accept the 

listed alternative Chinese language qualifications as 

recognised by HKBU as equivalent to Level 3 of 

HKDSE Examination in Chinese Language. 

 

HKDSE Examination Category C subjects (Other 

Languages) normally cannot be used for meeting the 

entrance requirement on Chinese language. While 

waivers may be granted at the discretion of 

individual programmes, such consideration is only 

made under special circumstances, on a case-by-case 

basis. Students are therefore strongly advised to 

obtain the requisite Chinese qualifications. 

GCE (A-Level) Grade E 

GCE (AS-Level) Grade E 

GCE (O-Level) Grade C 

GCSE Grade C / Grade 4 

IGCSE Grade C / Grade 4 

Lingnan University 

ApL (C) Attained 

Nil  

GCE (A-Level) Grade E 

GCE (AS-Level) Grade E 

GCE (O-Level) Grade C 

GCSE Grade C / Grade 4 

IGCSE Grade C / Grade 4 

The Chinese University of Hong Kong 

ApL (C) Attained 

Programmes which do not accept application for 

waiver of Chinese language requirement are detailed 

on the CUHK website. 

GCE (A-Level) Grade E 

GCE (AS-Level) Grade E 

GCE (O-Level) Grade E 

GCSE Grade C / Grade 4 

IGCSE Grade C / Grade 4 
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The Education University of Hong Kong 

ApL (C) Attained For programmes which require students to have 

possessed a good command of Chinese including 

BEd (Chinese Language) and BA in Language 

Studies (Chinese major), waiver of the HKDSE 

Examination Chinese Language requirement will  

not be granted. 

GCE (A-Level) Grade E 

GCE (AS-Level) Grade E 

GCE (O-Level) Grade C 

GCSE Grade C / Grade 4 

IGCSE Grade C / Grade 4 

The Hong Kong Polytechnic University 

ApL (C) Attained 

Nil  

GCE (A-Level) Grade E 

GCE (AS-Level) Grade E 

GCE (O-Level) Grade C 

GCSE Grade C / Grade 4 

IGCSE Grade C / Grade 4 

The Hong Kong University of Science and Technology 

ApL (C) Attained 
For JUPAS applicants fulfilling  the specified 

circumstances* , HKUST will  consider a Grade E or 

above in the HKDSE Examination Category C: 

Other Language subjects in lieu of Chinese 

language 

GCE (A-Level) Grade E 

GCE (AS-Level) Grade E 

GCE (O-Level) Grade E 

GCSE Grade E / Grade 2  

IGCSE Grade E / Grade 2 

The University of Hong Kong 

ApL (C) Attained For programmes including BA in Chinese 

Language, BA & BED (LangEd) - Chin, BED 

(ECE&SE), BSC (SPEECH), MBBS, BNURS, 

BChinMed and BPharm, the students are required to 

show evidence that they have the required Chinese 

language proficiency to follow the programme. 

 

Instead of administering a language test for 

students, evidence will  normally be gathered 

through interviews and documents submitted by the 

applicants. 

GCE (A-Level) Grade E 

GCE (AS-Level) Grade E 

GCE (O-Level) Grade E 

GCSE Grade E / Grade 3 

IGCSE Grade E / Grade 3 

The Open University of Hong Kong 

ApL (C) Attained  

 

Nil  
GCE (A-Level) Grade E 

GCE (AS-Level) Grade E 

GCE (O-Level) Grade E 

GCSE Grade E / Grade 3 

IGCSE Grade E / Grade 3 

 

*  Note: 

The specified circumstances are: 
 

1. The applicants have learnt Chinese language for less than 6 years while receiving primary and 

secondary education. This caters specifically to applicants who have a late start in the learning of 

Chinese language (e.g. due to their settlement in Hong Kong well past the entry level) or who have been 

educated in Hong Kong sporadically; or 
 

2. The applicants have learnt Chinese language for 6 years or more in schools, but have been taught an 

adapted and simpler Chinese language curriculum not normally applicable to the majority of applicants 

in local schools. 

 

Source: https://www.jupas.edu.hk/en/page/detail/547/ 

https://www.jupas.edu.hk/en/page/detail/547/
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Websites and Contacts of 

Universities under JUPAS System 

 

Universities Telephone / E-mail Website 

City University of Hong Kong 

3442 9094 

 

asadmit@cityu.edu.hk 

 

Hong Kong Baptist University 

3411 7847 

 

ar@hkbu.edu.hk 

 

Lingnan University 

2616 8750 

 

registry@LN.edu.hk 

 

The Chinese University of Hong Kong 

3943 8951 

 

ugadm@cuhk.edu.hk 

 

The Education University of Hong Kong 

2948 6886 

 

admission@ied.edu.hk 
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Universities Telephone / E-mail Website 

The Hong Kong Polytechnic University 

2333 0600 

 

asadmft@polyu.edu.hk 

 

The Hong Kong University of 

Science and Technology 

2623 1118 

 

ugjupas@ust.hk 

 

The University of Hong Kong 

2859 2433 

 

admissions@hku.hk 

 

The Open University of Hong Kong 

2768 6601 

 

regadm@ouhk.edu.hk 
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Form 4 Classes and Subject Combination 

2020-2021 (HKDSE) 

 

Core subjects 

4A 4B 4C 4D 4E 

Chinese / French and GCSE (Chinese) 

English 

Liberal Studies 

Mathematics 

 

Elective subjects 

 

Non-HKDSE Subjects include P.E. and Life Education 

 

*Economics only opens for the combination of BAFS + Chi. History + Economics 

**Economics only opens for the combination of BAFS + Chemistry + Economics 

***BA FS only opens for the combination of History / Geography / VA + BAFS 

 

 

 

 

4A 4B 4C 4D 4E 

Physics  
Economics / 

BAFS 
Economics / BAFS 

Chemistry / 

BAFS 

BAFS***  /  

Chi. History /  

Geography Chemistry 

BAFS / 

 Chi. History /  

Geography 

Chemistry / BAFS 

ICT / Biology 

ICT / History /  

Geography / VA /  

Economics* 

Physics / Biology /  

Economics** 

Physics / Biology 

/ ICT / Economics 

ICT / History /  

Geography / VA 

/ Economics 

 

Mathematics Modules (Module 1 / Module 2) 

(Individual application to be assessed by Mathematics panel) 
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Introduction  of HKDSE Elective Subjects 

 

A brief introduction of HKDSE elective subjects is stated in p.16-26. 

 

For the most updated information, please visit the website of Education Bureau: 

https://www.edb.gov.hk/en/curriculum-development/list-page.html# 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Please find óCurriculum Documentsô after 

clicking one of the óKey Learning Areasô 

https://www.edb.gov.hk/en/curriculum-development/list-page.html
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Biology ( ) 

Subject objectives: 

The objectives are to help students: 

1. understand biological principles and concepts, and to appreciate the relationship 

between biological science and other disciplines. 

2. apply biological knowledge to daily life, evaluate its impacts on and implications for the living 

world, and develop a critical mind to make informed judgments and decisions. 

 

Contents: 

1. The organization of cells and living things 

2. Biodiversity, ecosystem and the interaction between environment and living things 

3. Energetics, and the ways in which living things obtain essentials for life, e.g. living processes 

such as breathing, nutrition and movement 

4. Coordination and response, regulation and body defence: the ways in which living things adapt to  the 

environmental changes and maintain their internal conditions 

5. Reproduction and growth, genetics and evolution: principles and processes for perpetuation of the 

species, concepts of natural selection and application of genetics 

 

Teaching characteristics: 

1. Students are trained to understand and apply biological knowledge to daily life experience. 
2. Analytical thinking skills are emphasized so as to enhance studentsô problem-solving ability. 
3. Studentsô biological sense is enhanced through exposure to learning activities, e.g. experiments, field 

studies. 
 

Learning methods: 

1. Investigations, e.g., specimen examination, dissection of organisms and field studies, are conducted to 

create an active learning atmosphere. 
2. Lectures and examination practice are conducted to prepare students for public examination. 
 

Specific skills / abilities required: 

1. With great interest in exploring the world of living things 
2. With good command in English for comprehending and communicating subject matter 
3. Be eager to take challenges, and think critically on subject matter as well as daily experience 
 

Studentsô sharing: 

Pan Xi Yue (Year 1 student in Bachelor of Biomedical Sciences, HKU): Biology is really the stepping stone 

for me to further pursue scientific research in university and even in future career. It gives me clues so that I 

can probe into the mystery of life and nature! 

 

Choi Man (Year 1 student in Bachelor of Pharmacy, HKU): Learning Biology is definitely a fundamental 

stone of my journey to pharmacy. It provides me the essential understanding of human body, which sheds 

lights on how drugs work in curing diseases. It also equips me as a health care professional to guide the 

public to good physical condition by giving suggestions of healthy lifestyle. 

 

Career prospects: 

Biology provides the basic knowledge and skills for studying Medical Science, Life Science, Biotechnology 

and Environmental Science. 
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Business, Accounting and Financial Studies (BAFS) 

( ̡ ) 
Subject objectives: 

The examination aims to test candidates' abilities to: 

1. Prepare financial reports and financial 

analysis.  

2. Demonstrate knowledge of different areas of 

business and apply such knowledge and 

understanding to familiar and novel business 

situations. 

3. Analyse, synthesise and evaluate information 

in the context of business decisions, taking 

into account the integrated and dynamic 

nature of business problems. 

 

Teaching characteristics: 

1. Relevant real life examples are adopted in 

teaching to allow students to apply knowledge 

in the accounting and business perspective. 

2. Teachers aim to develop studentsô critical 

thinking skills and problem-solving abilities 

and justify their viewpoints with evidence. 

3. Students are encouraged to actively acquire 

and construct their own knowledge through 

ongoing collaboration and interaction with 

their peers and teachers in classroom. 

 

Contents: 

1. Compulsory module 

(a) Introduction to accounting 

(b) Introduction to management 

(c) Hong Kong business environment 

(d) Basics of personal financial management 

 

2. Accounting module 

(a) Accounting for sole proprietors, 

partnership and limited companies 

(b) Financial analysis 

(c) Accounting principles and concepts 

(d) Cost accounting 

 

Career prospects: 

1. Students who have background in accounting 

and business will find it easier to catch up 

with business curriculum in their degree level. 

2. Our F.5 students in BAFS can enroll in LCCI 

2nd level exam. When they progress to BAFS 

in F.6, they can also sit for HKIAAT 

Foundation exam which may further advance 

their road to accounting. 

3. Multiple career choices: 

(a) Government departments (Inland 

Revenue Department) 

(b) Bankers (Investment banker / 

Commercial banker) 

(c) Financial Reporting (Accounting) 

(d) Auditing (External Audit / Internal 

Audit) 

(e) Tax Advisory 

 

Studentsô sharing: 

Li Man Hei (Analyst, China International Capital Corporation HK Security Limited, Investment Banking 

Department): Studying accounting allows me to understand the financial aspect of a company and have a 

basic understanding about the business cycle. 

 

Singh Taranvir (HKUST Global Business Year 3): BAFS enriches studentsô knowledge in basic accounting, 

business-related and financial studies. It allows students to learn about Hong Kongôs business environment 

and learn essential accounting skills. 

 

Specific skills / abilities required: 

1. Sensitive to figures 3. Good at logical thinking and calculation  

2. Well-organized  4. Good English proficiency 
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Chemistry ( ) 

Subject objectives: 

It is anticipated that the study of Chemistry can help students to foster their: 

1. chemical knowledge and understanding. 

2. critical thinking and problem-solving skills. 

3. practical skills in doing scientific investigation and research. 

4. effective communication skills using chemical language. 

5. recognition of the importance of Chemistry in science, technology, engineering and mathematics 

(STEM) education. 

 

Contents: 

1.  Planet earth 9.  Rate of reaction 

2.  Microscopic world I 10.  Chemical equilibrium 

3.  Metals 11.  Chemistry of carbon compounds 

4.  Acids and bases 12. Patterns in the chemical world 

5.  Fossil fuels and carbon compounds 13. Industrial chemistry 

6.  Microscopic world II 14. Analytical chemistry 

7. Redox reactions, chemical cells and electrolysis 

8. Chemical reactions and energy 

 

Teaching characteristics: 

In addition to continuous and summative assessments, interactive learning approach is used. 

1. Learning from experiments: students can develop critical thinking, problem-solving and analytical 

skills. 

2. Learning from daily life examples or current issues: students can raise their awareness of the 

socioeconomic importance of Chemistry. 

3. Investigative studies: students can enhance their practical, analytical and communication skills. 

 

Learning methods: 

1. Open up your mind to understand phenomena, facts and patterns, principles, concepts, laws and 

theories in Chemistry 

2. Appreciate applications of Chemistry in everyday life by active learning using information searched 

3. Understand methods used in scientific investigations 

 

Specific abilities acquired by 

the subject': 

To have a great success in 

Chemistry, students should have 

1. interest in Chemistry 

2. motivation to understand 

phenomena happening 

around them 

3. creativity and perseverance 

4. ability to carry out 

instructions for 

experiments and record 

observations 

5. basic mathematical skills 

Career prospects: 

Chemistry is a pre-requisite for 

taking the following university 

courses 

1. Medicine and Surgery 

2. Pharmacy 

 

Studentôs sharing: 

Au Yeung Wesley (Graduate, 

currently working as a doctor): The 

study of Chemistry equipped me 

with basic chemical knowledge and 

scientific problem solving skills, 

enhancing my study of Bachelor of 

Medicine and Bachelor of Surgery in 

CU. 

 

Yap Chun Aun Shaun (Graduate): 

Chemistry is the key to discovery, it 

is learning but fun, exciting and 

interesting. 
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Economics ( ) 

Subject objectives: 

The objectives are to help students: 

1. understand the principles and forces that affect 

people in their everyday life, in particular, 

their roles as consumers and producers in the 

society. 

2.  learn to apply theories and concepts to real 

situations so that their problem-solving and 

critical thinking skills are enhanced and they 

are able to understand more about human 

behavior. 

3.  understand the human world through 

enquiring into how resources are used to serve 

individuals and society. 

 

Learning methods: 

1. Reading more newspapers 

2. Applying the Economics concepts to daily life 

3. Workshops 

4. Project-learning 

5. Presentation 

6. Debate 

7. Discussion 

Contents: 

1. The basic economic problems 

2. Demand, supply and price 

3. Production 

4. Units of production (The Firm) 

5. Market structure 

6. National income, inflation and unemployment 

7. Money and banking  

8. Public finance ï Tax and expenditure 

9. International trade  

10. Exchange rate 

 

Teaching characteristics: 

1. Adopting real life examples in teaching 

2. A lot of discussion 

3. Emphasize application 

4. Emphasize problem-solving skills rather than 

rote memorization 

 

Studentsô sharing: 

Li  Man Hei (Analyst, China International Capital Corporation HK Security Limited, Investment Banking 

Department): Studying Economics allows me to see the world in another perspective, which definitely 

widens my sight. Besides, knowledge in Economics would be very useful in university, especially 

Economics related subjects. 

 

Ip Chung Lim (Year 5 student in Bachelor of Medicine and Bachelor of Surgery, HKU): Through studying 

Economics, not only am I gaining an insight into how market operates, I can apply the theories I have learnt 

to the real world as well. 

 

Career prospects: 

Economics is a basic requirement for the bachelor degree of business administration (BBA) and degrees 

related to Economics. Furthermore, in applying for jobs in banking, management, economics and financial 

related areas, applicants who have studied Economics before are preferable. 

 

Specific skills / abilities required:  

Sensitive to numbers and diagrams 
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Geography ( ) 

Subject objectives: 

Students are expected to develop knowledge and understanding of: 

1. how natural environments influence human activities and how human activities alter natural 

environments. 

2. the changing development of geographical phenomena and issues in terms of space and time. 

3. the characteristics and functioning of major natural environments through analysing the processes and 

interactions within and between them. 

4. the characteristics and development of major human activities in order to understand the concept of 

ñregionò. 

5. the issues arising from people-environment interactions and human responses to such issues, as well as 

the implications of these human responses for resource management. 

 

Contents:  

Students are required to study 7 compulsory parts and 2 (out of 4) elective parts. 

Compulsory Part Elective Part 

CP1 ï Opportunities and Risks EP1 ï Dynamic Earth 

CP2 ï Managing River and Coastal 

Environments 

EP2 ï Weather and Climate 

CP3 ï Changing Industrial Location EP3 ï Transport Development, Planning and 

Management 

CP4 ï Building a Sustainable City EP4 ï Regional Study of Zhujiang Delta 

CP5 ï Combating Famine 

CP6 ï Disappearing Green Canopy 

CP7 ï Global Warming 

 

Teaching characteristics: 

Owing to the specific nature of the subject, it is relatively easy for Geography teachers to cooperate with 

other subjects in developing cross-curricular learning. A popular partner is Economics. Nearly all the major 

themes in human Geography, such as ñurban land use conflict and urban problemsò, ñindustrial location and 

developmentò, ñagricultural change and urban sprawlò, can integrate with the content of this subject. Also, 

more physically-related themes such as ñenvironmental conservationò, ñweather and climateò, ñplate 

tectonics and natural hazardsò and ñrock cycles and denudationò can match well with topics in science 

subjects. 

 

Criteria:  

Students who like to observe and analyse the surroundings and prefer fieldwork / field trips. 

 

Studentsô sharing: 

Michelle Tang (Graduate): The subject enables me to understand the Earth we are living in from a spatial 

perspective. Also this is a subject that is suitable for science as well as art students. 

 

Tracy Chan (Graduate): I learnt how to think from different perspectives when we discuss an issue, and this 

is a fun and broad subject which enables me to explore deeper for the rest of my life! 

 

Career prospects: 

Advanced studies related to Geography are offered at local universities such as HKU, CUHK and HKBU. 
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History ( ) 

Subject objectives: 

The objectives are to help students: 

1. discover where we stand in the cotemporary world through understanding the origins and development 

of modern events. 

2. develop the skills of critical thinking, making sound judgments and effective communication through 

exploring historical issues. 

 

Contents:  

Modernization and Transformation 

in 20
th

-Century Asia (Theme A) 

Conflicts and Cooperation 

in the 20
th

-Century World (Theme B) 

1. How did Britain rule over Hong Kong from 

the early 20
th
 century up to 1997? 

2. How did Hong Kong develop into an 

international city? 

3. Reform or revolution, which way could best 

save China? 

4. How did China explore the socialist 

modernization and become a strong nation? 

5. How did Japan become a modernized nation 

in the early 20
th
 century? 

6. How did the defeat in WWII affect the fate of 

Japan? 

1. How did the international relations bring about 

WWI? 

2. How did the Paris Peace Conference bring about 

another war? 

3. In what ways WWII was similar to WWI? 

4. How did the two new superpowers, the U.S. & 

the USSR, compete with each other during the 

Cold War? 

5. How did the United Nations maintain peace in 

Europe? 

6. How did the U.S. & the USSR help rebuild the 

post-WWII economy in Europe? 

7. How did the Europe become a new economic 

unity - European Union? 

 

Learning methods: 

1. Students paying attention to international news. 

2. Studentsô understanding of historical sources and linking them up with 

international news. 

3. Studentsô empathy for the change and development of the society. 

4. Students are expected to be able to elaborate, analyse and evaluate historical 

events. 

 

Studentsô Sharing: 

Cheung Yan Chai (graduate): Learning history helps 

broaden my mind. History is definitely not a boring 

subject. It is fun to understand our own history and 

explore the world around us. 

 

Rachel Hung (graduate): History is one of the easiest 

subjects in getting good grades in HKDSE. It also 

helps train my analytical thinking. 

Career prospects: 

History students will be able to enroll in courses that 

demand research and critical thinking skills, such as 

in the fields of humanities, heritage studies, 

archaeology and anthropology in university studies.  

 

Specific skills / abilities required: 

Good command in English, sensitive to international politics, open-minded with critical thinking skills 
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Information and Communication Technology (ICT) 

( ) 

Subject objectives: 

This subject enables students to: 

1. provide students with a body of essential 

knowledge, concepts and applications of 

information, communication and computer 

systems. 

2. equip students with problem solving and 

communication skills, and encourage them to 

think critically and creatively. 

3. develop students into competent, effective, 

discriminating, ethical and confident users of 

ICT, so as to support their lifelong learning. 

4. provide students with opportunities to 

appreciate the impacts of ICT on our 

knowledge-based society, so as to nurture in 

them positive values and attitudes towards this 

area. 

 

Contents: 

 Core Module 

1. Information Processing 

2. Computer System Fundamentals 

3. Internet and its Applications 

4. Basic Programming Concepts 

5. Social Implications 

 

 Elective Module 

Option A: Software Development 

1. Programming (Pascal) 

2. Programming Languages 

3. Systems Development 

4. School-based Assessment 

OR 

Option B: Databases 

1. Relational Database 

2. Database Design Methodology 

3. Database Applications, Development and 

Society 

4. School-based Assessment 

 

*Elective will be chosen based on studentsô interest 

and ability, only one option will be chosen 

Learning methods: 

Practical Exercises: In addition to theories, we 

provide practical lessons for students to have real 

practices. In the public examination, 20% of the 

subject mark comes from coursework. Students need 

to finish the coursework at school. 

 

Specific skills / abilities required: 

1. Sensitive to numbers 

2. Good at logical thinking 

 

Career prospects: 

1. Students can learn data analysis, problem 

solving, and programming skills which are 

essential in many subjects at universities such 

as science and engineering. 

2. Students can have a better fundamental concept 

if they choose IT-related subjects such as 

Computer Engineering and Computer Science 

in future. 

3. Many business firms have already set up their 

own IT departments and there is a large amount 

of job vacancies in the IT fields. Sound 

knowledge of IT skills would help increase the 

competitiveness of students. 

4. IT skills may also enhance the candidatesô 

competitiveness in the job market. For 

example, a number of jobs, which require IT 

skills and knowledge from other areas, appear 

in job market. 

 

Student Sharing: 

Donald Chai (Graduate): 

ICT is so fun which I could never imagine before 

taking this subject. I could have a chance to learn 

about things that I did not come across before. ICT is 

not just about programming. It also helps train up my 

logical thinking. 
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Modules 1 and 2 of Mathematics ( ) 

Subject objectives: 

The objective of these 2 courses is to enhance the ability of students in understanding and applying advanced 

mathematical concepts. 

 

Contents: 

The course mainly focuses on the following areas: 

1. Algebra 

2. Trigonometry 

3. Coordinate Geometry 

4. Vectors 

5. Differentiation 

6. Integration 

7. Statistics 

 

Teaching characteristics: 

To enhance the high order thinking skills in Mathematics aspect, the teaching methodology will emphasize 

the following aspects: 

1. Encourage and guide students to work out the proofing section of each theory for better understanding 

2. Most of the concepts and answers will be expressed graphically for further understanding of the 

situation 

3. Focus on the linkage of different concepts so as to strengthen the application of concepts 

4. Encourage students to find out different possible solutions rather than a specified one 

 

Learning methods: 

To learn effectively, students are suggested with the following learning strategies: 

1. Understanding of the concepts 

2. Daily revision of the taught contents 

3. Daily drilling after school 

4. Linking different concepts together in order to find out their relationships 

 

Specific skills / abilities required: 
To fulfill the requirement in learning Module 1 and 2, students are recommended to have the following 

characteristics: 

1. Strong sense of space and 3 dimensional objects 

2. Strong analytical skills 

3. Familiar with graphical presentation 

4. Good foundation of basic calculation 

5. Hardworking and active in daily drilling 

 

 

Career prospects: 

Both the module 1 and 2 are designed to suit the needs of students who will be involved in 

Mathematics-related fields and careers, for example, Insurance, Financial and Actuarial analysis and 

management, Engineering, Mathematics Studies and Science Studies. 
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Physics ( ) 

Subject objectives: 

The objectives are to help students: 

1. develop interest, motivation and a sense of achievement in the study of Physics. 

2. understand the fundamental principles and concepts of Physics and its methodology. 

3. develop an awareness of the relevance of Physics to their daily life. 

4. develop the ability to describe and explain concepts, principles, systems, processes and applications 

related to Physics using appropriate terminologies. 

5. develop skills relevant to the study of Physics such as scientific investigation, problem solving, 

experimental technique, collaboration, communication, mathematical analysis, information searching 

and processing, analytical and critical thinking and self-learning. 

 

Contents: 

The syllabus consists of compulsory part and elective part. For the compulsory part, there are 5 core topics: 

Heat and Gas, Mechanics, Waves, Atomic Physics, Electricity and Magnetism. For the elective part, there are 

4 topics: Astronomy and Space Science, Atomic World, Energy and Use of Energy, Medical Physics. 

 

Physics theory: e.g. Newtonôs Law of motion, Lenzôs Law 

Physics model: e.g. Rutherfordôs atomic model 

Physics application: e.g. magnetic levitated train 

 

Teaching characteristics: 

1. Observing Physics phenomena through experiments 

2. Using Mathematics techniques and equations to generalize Physics phenomena 

3. Applying Physics concepts in various daily life contexts 

 

Learning methods: 

1. Do more exercises and read more to consolidate the concepts 

2. Summarize your learning 

3. Be attentive in lessons 

4. Willing to take challenges 

 

Specific skills / abilities required:  

1. Interested in understanding the natural phenomena 

2. Able to understand abstract concepts 

3. Good at expressing ideas by using numbers, equations and graphs 

4. Like to think logically and observe the Physics phenomena around us 

 

Career prospects: 

Physics is an important subject for students as it aims to train studentsô logical thinking and problem solving 

skills. Besides, some courses offered by Faculty of Engineering in universities treat Physics / Combined 

Science (Physics) as one of the programme entrance requirements. 
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Visual Arts ( ) 

Subject objectives: 

This subject enables students to: 

1. enrich their aesthetics and arts experience. 

2. strengthen their abilities to appreciate and 

create various forms of visual arts work 

aesthetically and critically. 

3. acquire a foundation for pursuing education 

and career opportunities in the art and creative 

industries. 

 

Contents: 

1. Students may learn visual art through SBA 

(School-based Assessment). 

2. In SBA, each student will create 4 pieces of 

artwork in various media on 1 theme. 

3. Each artwork must be submitted together with 

a six-page report. 

 

Students can choose different types of Visual Arts 

forms including: 

1. Drawing 

2. Painting / Print-making 

3. Photography / Mixed Media 

4. Sculpture / Ceramics / Installation Art 

5. 2D Design (including Computer Aided 

Design) 

6. 3D Design 

7. Chinese Calligraphy / Western Calligraphy 

8. Fashion Design / Interior Design / Graphic 

Design / Packaging Design 

9. Cartoon / Comics / Illustration 

10. Animation / Multi -Media 

 

Teachers may provide extra support and individual 

tutorials on specific topics catering for studentsô 

interest in SBA. 

Students taking Visual Arts have a wide range of 

choices in their future development, including 

pursuing further education and careers directly or 

indirectly related to this subject. 

 

1. Further Education:  

 ̧ Department of Architecture in HKU & CUHK 

 ̧ Department of Fine Arts in HKU & CU 

 ̧ Design School in Poly U 

 ̧ School of Creative Media in City U 

 

2. Career prospects: 

 ̧ Architect 

 ̧ Designer in various fields (jewelry, fashion, 

graphics, multi-media, toys and games, 

products, interior, stage, exhibition, etc) 

 ̧ Artist, Illustrator, Cartoonist, Photographer 

 ̧ Art Teacher, Art Director, Museum 

Administrator 

 ̧ Advantages in many career fields (Public 

administration, Press, Advertising, Movies and 

Television, etc) 

 

Specific skills / abilities required: 

Strong interest in art 

 

Studentsô sharing: 

Lee Yik Yau (2019 Graduate): Visual Arts broadened my horizons and helped me enter City University and 

study the degree course of Creative Media. 

 

Tsoi Tak Hei (2017 Graduate): My Visual Arts knowledge enabled me to perform impressively in the 

interview and successfully got admitted to Architecture in Australia University. 

 

Tsang Yui Kan (2015 Graduate): Visual Arts helped me win the ñScholarship Scheme to Promote 

Multi -faceted Excellence 2015-2016ò ( ) by the Home Affairs Bureau of HKSAR. I was 

selected as 1 of 20 students from all over HK Secondary Schools to receive a conditional offer to study art 

and design course in a local university with 4-year full grant scholarship. 
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Introduction of IBDP 

 
The International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme is undertaken by students in the final 2 years of the 

Senior Secondary School years. However, successful completion of the IBDP Programme depends largely 

on the preparation students give during the IB Bridging Year Programme (BYP) which is in the 1st year of 

Senior Secondary School year. 

 

In BYP, students begin to get a taste of the skills required for the IB Diploma Programme (IBDP) which are: 

 ̧ study skills 

 ̧ reading, writing and research skills 

 ̧ time management skills 

 ̧ skills in designing and conducting experiments 

 ̧ essay and exam writing techniques 

 

In BYP, studentsô timetable consists of a combination of compulsory courses ï English, Chinese / French 

and GCSE Chinese, Mathematics, Research Methodologies and Community Service. Students will  also 

select three elective courses between Individuals and Societies, Sciences and Visual Art. Students have to 

make a choice of their electives in the BYP year. 

More substantially for the IBDP, the following skills are focused on: 

 ̧ how to write effectively and efficiently 

 ̧ how to discuss issues, not argue about them 

 ̧ how to work with original documents 

 ̧ how to make effective classroom presentations 

 ̧ how to avoid procrastination 

 ̧ how to prioritize oneôs work 

 ̧ how to deal with óperfectionismô 
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IBDP Courses offered at Po Leung Kuk 

Ngan Po Ling College 

 

Studies in Language and Literature  

English A: Language and Literature SL 

Chinese A: Literature SL / Language and Literature SL 

 

Language Acquisition 

Chinese B SL 

French B SL 

English B HL 

 

Individual s and Societies 

Economics HL / SL 

Geography HL / SL 

 

Experimental Sciences 

Chemistry HL / SL 

Physics HL / SL 

Biology HL / SL 

 

Mathematics 

Analysis and Approaches HL / SL 

Applications and Interpretation HL 

 

The Arts  

Visual Arts HL / SL 

 

 

At the end of BYP year, students need to choose 3 HL and 3 SL courses, 1 from each group. If  not interested 

in Visual Arts, students can choose one more course from the Individuals and Societies or Experimental 

Sciences groups. 
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Curriculum  Mix  for F4 BYP 2020-2021 

 
A brief introduction of IBDP courses is stated in p.31-56, which was updated as of February 2020. 

For the most updated information, please visit The International Baccalaureate® (IB) public website: 

https://www.ibo.org/programmes/diploma-programme/curriculum/  

 

Science   

 

Arts  

HL 

Economics 
 

HL 

Economics 

Chemistry 
 

Visual Arts 

Biology / Physics 
 

Biology / Physics 

SL 

Chinese / French 
 

SL 

Chinese / French 

English 
 

English 

Mathematics: Applications & 

Interpretation / Analysis & 

Approaches 
 

Mathematics: Applications & 

Interpretation / Analysis & 

Approaches 

     

     
Engineering 

 
Business / Social Science 

HL 

Mathematics: Applications & 

Interpretation / Analysis & 

Approaches 
 

HL 

Economics 

Chemistry 
 

Geography 

Physics 
 

Biology / Physics 

SL 

Chinese / French 
 

SL 

Chinese / French 

English 
 

English 

Economics 
 

Mathematics: Applications & 

Interpretation / Analysis & 

Approaches 

 

Note to students who would do English B HL  

1. Students can opt to downgrade any electives in Year 1 so elective courses can be done at the SL as well 

2. Downgrading cannot be done for Mathematics in the Engineering Stream 

https://www.ibo.org/programmes/diploma-programme/curriculum/
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Introduction of IBDP Courses 

 

IBDP Language A:  English Language and Literature  (SL) 
 

1. Course Outline: 

Language and literature, more than any other part of education in the evolving world, is about facilitating 

students to become conceptual thinkers, able to make connections between ideas and create new ones, 

flourishing in our global information society. Language is immensely powerful not only as something through 

which we learn to communicate, but as a vehicle of perspectives and concepts. Reading literature, too, means 

far more than reading words on a page and knowing the plot of the narrative. 

 

The language and literature course offers various opportunities for students to examine the ways in which 

their personal world, identities and relationships are represented in texts and how these relate to their own 

perspectives of the reality around them. It also enables students to experience representations of other realities 

and other people, allowing them to get acquainted with perspectives of the world that might be different from 

their own. In this way, the language and literature course provides fertile ground for a deep reflection on the 

interaction between the local and the global and is a pathway to intercultural critical thinking and 

consciousness. 

 

2. Course Objectives: 

2.1. Know, understand and interpret:  

 ̧ a range of texts, works and / or performances, and their meanings and implications 

 ̧ contexts in which texts are written and / or received 

 ̧ elements of literary, stylistic, rhetorical, visual and / or performance craft 

 ̧ features of particular text types and literary forms. 

 

2.2. Analyse and evaluate: 

 ̧ ways in which the use of language creates meaning 

 ̧ uses and effects of literary, stylistic, rhetorical, visual or theatrical techniques 

 ̧ relationships among different texts 

 ̧ ways in which texts may offer perspectives on human concerns. 

 

2.3. Communicate 

 ̧ ideas in clear, logical and persuasive ways 

 ̧ in a range of styles, registers and for a variety of purposes and situations 

 

3. Syllabus Outline: 

SL students study four literary works, one written in English, one a work in translation from another language, 

and two chosen freely by the school. These four works cover poetry, drama, prose fiction and prose 

non-fiction. 

Through these four literary works and the study of non-literary texts spanning up to 30 different forms, 

students explore three Areas of Exploration: ñReaders, Writers and Textsò, ñIntertextualityò, and ñSpace and 

Timeò. 
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4. Teaching and Learning Methods: 

Teaching and learning in English caters to a diversity of learning styles and makes use of technology inside 

and outside the classroom. Lessons revolve around: 

 ̧ group discussions of various formats, 

 ̧ visualization of knowledge in the form of posters and mind maps, 

 ̧ collaborative cloud-based online activities, 

 ̧ debates, 

 ̧ dramatic enactments, 

 ̧ viewing / sharing multimedia resources. 

 

Assignments include oral / performative presentations, creative writing, reflective statements and essays. 

 

5. Assessment Outline: 

 

Assessment Component Weighting 

External Assessment (3 hours) 

Paper 1: Guided textual analysis (1 hour 15 minutes) 

The paper consists of two non-literary passages, from two different text types, each 

accompanied by a question. Students choose one passage and write an analysis of it. 

(20 marks) 

 

Paper 2 Comparative essay (1 hour 45 minutes) 

The paper consists of four general questions. In response to one question students write 

a comparative essay based on two literary works studied in the course. (30 marks) 

70% 

(35%) 

 

 

 

(35%) 

Internal  Assessment (Externally moderated by the IBO) 

Individual  oral (15 minutes) 

Supported by an extract from one work written originally in the language studied and 

one from a work studied in translation, students will  offer a prepared response of 10 

minutes, followed by 5 minutes of questions by the teacher, to the following prompt: 

 

Examine the ways in which the global issue of your choice is presented through the 

content and form of two of the works that you have studied. (40 marks) 

30% 

 

 

6. Career Prospects: 
English enables students to succeed in a wide range of university courses, particularly literatures. It is also 

important for courses such as law (LLB), business (BBA), journalism, education, and is helpful for other 

humanities like philosophy, history, and politics. 

 

Some international universities only accept students with HL English for courses such as law (LLB), 

business administration (BBA), English literature, philosophy and other humanities. 
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IBDP Chinese A (SL)  ( ) 

 

1. : 

A: ̢

̡ ̡

̢

̢

̢

̢

̢ ̢

̢ 

 

2. : 

 ̧ ̢ 

 ̧ ̢ 

 ̧ ̡ ̢ 

 ̧ ̢ 

 ̧ ̢ 

 ̧ ̢ 

 ̧    

̢ 

 ̧ ̡ ̢ 

 ̧ ̢ 

 

3. : 

9  

 ̧ 4 ̢ 

 ̧ 3 ̢ 

 ̧ 2 ̢ 
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4. : 

 

  

 ̧ 180  

 1 75  

̢ ̢ 20  

 

2 105  

4 ̢

̢ 30  

70% 

(35%) 

 

 

 

(35%) 

 ̧  

̢ 

 

15  

10

5 ̢ 40  

30% 

 

 

5. : 

̡ ̢  

̡ ̢ 
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IBDP Chinese A (SL)  ( ) 
 

1. : 

A: ̢

̢

̡ ̡ ̡ ̡

̢ 

 

2. : 

 ̧ ̡ ̡ ̢ 

 ̧ ̡ ̡ ̡ ̡ ̡ ̢ 

 ̧ ̡ ̢ 

 ̧  ̢

 ̧ ̡

̢ 

 ̧ ̢ 

 ̧ ̢ 

 ̧ ̢ 

 

3. : 

4  ( 1 ) ̡ ̡

̡ ̢ 
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4. : 

 
  

 ̧ 180  

1: 75  

̢ ̢ 20  

 

2: 105  

4 ̢

̢ 30  

70% 

(35%) 

 

 

 

(35%) 

 ̧  

̢ 

 

15  

10 5

̢ 40  

30% 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. : 

̡ ̡ ̢  

̡ ̢ 
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IBDP Chinese B*  (SL) 
*  Chinese B targets students who are not native Chinese speakers. Students who have studied 

mainstream Chinese with  Chinese nationality  will  not be allowed to take Chinese B. 

 

1. Course Outline: 

The course aims at cultivating studentsô proficiency in reading, writing, speaking and listening to authentic 

Chinese as a second language. The course is designed with a theme-based approach following the IBDP 

requirement. Written texts and other learning materials will  be studied under the same theme for 

second-language learning, application in written and oral tasks, as well as discussion in critical thinking 

questions. Substantial application and practices opportunities for the reading, listening, writing and speaking 

skills will  be offered in carefully designed class activities and assignment tasks. The course is composed of 5 

themes: 

 ̧ Identities 

 ̧ Experiences 

 ̧ Human ingenuity 

 ̧ Social organization 

 ̧ Sharing the planet 

 

2. Assessment Outline: 

Assessment Component Weighting 

External Assessment 

Paper 1: Writing  (1 hour 15 minutes) 

Productive skillsðwriting  (30 marks) 

One writing task of 300-480 Chinese characters from a choice of three, each from a 

different theme, choosing a text type from among those listed in the examination 

 

Paper 2: Listening &  Reading (1 hour 45 minutes) 

Receptive skillsðseparate sections for listening and reading (65 marks) 

¶ Listening comprehension (45 minutes) (25 marks) 

¶ Reading comprehension (1 hour) (40 marks) 

Comprehension exercises on three audio passages and three written texts, drawn from all 

themes. 

75% 

(25%) 

 

 

 

 

(50%) 

Internal  Assessment 

This component is internally assessed by the teacher and externally moderated by the IBO 

at the end of the course. 

Individual  oral presentation (12 ï 15 minutes) 

Students have 15 minutes for preparation, then have a picture-based presentation 

followed by a discussion session with the teacher. (30 marks) 

25% 
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3. Teaching and Learning Methods: 

Studentsô language skills will  be cultivated through the following methods: 

 ̧ systematic lecture on vocabulary, sentence patterns and grammar items followed by respective practices 

 ̧ reading different genres of works written in authentic Chinese 

 ̧ various classroom activities that require the use of different Chinese skills 

 ̧ substantial language practices on writing and speaking skills 

 ̧ exposure to different Chinese audio-visual materials to learn about Chinese culture 

 

4. Specific Skills Required: 

To learn better in this course, students should: 

 ̧ be interested in reading Chinese books and articles. 

 ̧ be active in communicating with written and oral Chinese. 

 ̧ be interested in and appreciate Chinese culture and literature. 

 ̧ be able to work collaboratively in groups. 

 

5. Career Prospects: 

With good proficiency in Chinese as a second language, students will  have an advantage while choosing 

universities in Hong Kong and China, especially for faculties which emphasize good command of second 

language Chinese, such as professional medical courses and Translation. 
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IBDP English B (HL)  
1. Course Outline: 

The course aims at developing studentsô intercultural understanding and enabling students to understand and 

use English in a range of contexts and for a variety of purposes. All  teaching and learning materials will  be 

organized under different topics based on the prescribed themes. Learning and teaching will  happen through 

classroom activities, presentations, discussions and completion of assignments under the prescribed themes 

and literary works. 

 

Prescribed Themes Literary  Works 

¶ Identities 

¶ Experiences 

¶ Human Ingenuity 

¶ Social Organization 

¶ Sharing the planet 

¶ 1 novel 

¶ 5 short stories 

 

 

 

2. Assessment Outline: 

Assessment Component Weighting 

External Assessment (3 hours 30 minutes) 

Paper 1: Writing  (1 hour 30 minutes) 

Productive skillsðwriting (30 marks) 

One writing task of 450ï600 words from a choice of three, each from a different theme, 

choosing a text type from among those listed in the examination instructions. 

 

Paper 2: Listening and Reading (2 hours) 

Receptive skillsðseparate sections for listening and reading (65 marks) 

¶ Listening comprehension (1 hour) (25 marks) 

¶ Reading comprehension (1 hour) (40 marks) 

Comprehension exercises on three audio passages and three written texts, drawn from all 

five themes. 

75% 

(25%) 

 

 

 

 

(50%) 

Internal  Assessment 

This component is internally assessed by the teacher and externally moderated by the 

IBO at the end of the course. 

 

Individual  oral  assessment 

A conversation with the teacher, based on an extract from one of the literary works 

studied in class, followed by discussion based on one or more of the themes from the 

syllabus. (30 marks) 

25% 
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3. Teaching and Learning Methods: 

Studentsô language skills will  be cultivated through the following methods: 

 ̧ lectures and discussions that reinforce and extend understanding of audience, context, purpose, meaning 

and variation in language 

 ̧ systematic lecture on vocabulary, sentence patterns and grammar followed by respective practices 

 ̧ reading different genres of works written in authentic English followed by discussions and presentations 

 ̧ various classroom activities that require the use of different English skills 

 ̧ substantial language practices on writing and speaking skills 

 ̧ exposure to different English audio-visual materials to learn about English culture 

 

4. Specific Skills / Abilities  Required: 

Potential English B HL students should: 

 ̧ be interested in reading texts written in English. 

 ̧ be willing to use English in their daily life. 

 ̧ be interested in and appreciate English culture and literature. 

 ̧ be able to work collaboratively in groups. 

 

5. Career Prospects: 

With good proficiency in English as a second language, students will  have an advantage while choosing 

from a wide array of universities in English-speaking countries, especially for faculties which emphasize on 

good communication skills, such as Translation and Journalism. 
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IBDP French B (SL) 

1. Course Outline: 

The aims of this IB course are to enable our students to communicate accurately and effectively in both 

speaking and writing in French in a variety of contexts. Our school intends to offer an IBDP French B 

Standard Level Course to our students who have completed an IGCSE level course in French and passed an 

IGCSE French exam in their pre-IBDP year. This prerequisite is to ensure that the students have good 

foundation for advanced French learning. These students will  pursue their French studies in the following 

two-year IBDP. The programme will  intensively engage the students in a variety of learning activities which 

aim to further strengthen studentsô oral, reading comprehension and writing ability. For example, as for 

writing, students will  be exposed to letter writing of different kinds, report, discursive essays as well as 

creative writing. Basically, the course is composed of five themes: Identities, Experiences, Human Ingenuity, 

Social Organization and Sharing the Planet. 

 

2. Assessment Outline: 

Assessment Component Weighting 

External Assessment 75% 

Paper 1: Writing (1 hour 15 minutes) 

Productive skillsðwriting (30 marks) 

One writing task of 250-400 words from a choice of three, each from a different 

theme, choosing a text type from among those listed in the examination 

 

Paper 2: Listening & Reading (1 hour 45 minutes) 

Receptive skillsðseparate sections for listening and reading (65 marks) 

¶ Listening comprehension (45 minutes) (25 marks) 

¶ Reading comprehension (1 hour) (40 marks) 

 

Comprehension exercises on three audio passages and three written texts, drawn 

from all themes. 

(25%) 

 

 

 

 

(50%) 

 

Internal  Assessment  25% 

Individual  oral assessment 

This component is internally assessed by the teacher and externally moderated by 

the IBO at the end of the course. A conversation with the teacher, based on a visual 

stimulus, followed by discussion based on an additional theme (30 marks).  

 

 

3. Specific Skills  / Abilities Required: 

To learn better in this course, students should: 

 ̧ be interested in reading French books and articles. 

 ̧ be active in communicating in written and oral French. 

 ̧ be interested in and appreciate French culture. 

 ̧ be able to work collaboratively in groups. 

 

4. Career Prospects: 

Students being competent in French have an edge in pursuing their careers in political organizations, travel 

industry, education, translating and interpreting. 
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IBDP Economics 
1. Course Outline: 

Economics is a dynamic social science, forming part of group 3ðindividuals and societies. The study of 

Economics is essentially about dealing with scarcity, resource allocation and the methods and processes by 

which choices are made in the satisfaction of human wants. As a social science, Economics uses scientific 

methodologies that include quantitative and qualitative elements. 

 

The IBDP Economics course emphasizes the economic theories of microeconomics, which deal with 

economic variables affecting individuals, firms and markets, and the economic theories of macroeconomics, 

which deal with economic variables affecting countries, governments and societies. These economic theories 

are not to be studied in a vacuumðrather, they are to be applied to real-world issues. The ethical dimensions 

involved in the application of economic theories and policies permeate throughout the Economics course as 

students are required to consider and reflect on human end-goals and values. The Economics course 

encourages students to develop international perspectives, fosters a concern for global issues, and raises 

studentsô awareness of their own responsibilities at a local, national and international level. The course also 

seeks to develop values and attitudes that will  enable students to achieve a degree of personal commitment in 

trying to resolve these issues, appreciating our shared responsibility as citizens of an increasingly 

interdependent world. 

 

2. Syllabus Outline: 

Unit  1: 

Introduction  to 

Economics 

1.1 What is  

   Economics? 

1.2 How do  

   economists   

   approach the  

   world?  

Unit  2: Microeconomics 

2.1 Demand 

2.2 Supply 

2.3 Competitive market    

   equilibrium 

2.4 Elasticity of demand 

2.5 Elasticity of supply 

2.6 Role of government  

   in Microeconomics 

2.7 Market failure ï  

   Externalities 

2.8 Economics of the    

   Environment 

   (HL only) 

2.9 Market failure ï    

   Public goods 

2.10 Market failure ï   

    Asymmetric   

    information  

    (HL only) 

2.11 Market failure ï   

    Market power 

    (HL only) 

Unit  3: Macroeconomics 

3.1 Measuring economic    

   activity and   

   illustrating its   

   variations 

3.2 Variations in   

   economic activity:  

   aggregate demand and  

   aggregate supply 

3.3 Macroeconomic  

   objectives 

3.4 Economics of  

   Inequality and Poverty 

3.5 Demand management  

   (demand side policies)   

   ï Monetary policy 

3.6 Demand management  

   ï Fiscal policy 

3.7 Supply side policies  

Unit  4: The global 

economy 

4.1 Benefits of  

   international trade 

4.2 Types of trade  

   protection 

4.3 Arguments for and  

   against trade   

   controls / protection 

4.4 Economic  

   integration 

4.5 Exchange rates 

4.6 Balance of  

   payments 

4.7 Sustainable  

   development 

4.8 Measuring  

   development 

4.9 Barriers to  

   development 

4.10 Economic growth  

    and / or economic  

    development  

    strategies  
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3. Assessment Outline: 

Assessment components Weighting  

External Assessment (4 hours and 45 minutes)  70% (SL) 

80% (HL)  

Paper 1 (1 hour and 15 minutes) 

An extended response paper (25 marks) 

Students answer one question from a choice of three. Each question has a part (a) 

worths 10 marks and a part (b) worths 15 marks.  

 

(SL 30%) 

(HL 20%) 

Paper 2 (1 hour and 45 minutes) 

A data response and extended response paper (40 marks) 

Includes some quantitative questions. 

Students answer one question from a choice of two.  

 

(SL 40%) 

(HL 30%) 

Paper 3 (1 hour and 45 minutes) 

A policy paper (60 marks) 

Includes both quantitative and qualitative questions. 

Students answer two compulsory questions (30 marks per question). 

 

Not for SL 

(HL 30%) 

Internal  Assessment (20 teaching hours) 

This component is internally assessed by the teacher and externally moderated by the 

IBO. 

Students produce a portfolio of three commentaries, based on different units of the 

syllabus (excluding the introductory unit) and on published extracts from the news 

media. Each of the three commentaries should use a different key concept as a lens 

through which to analyse their commentaries. 

Maximum 800 words for each commentary (45 marks)  

30% (SL) 

20% (HL)  

 

4. Specific Skills  / Abilities Required: 

The Economics course requires no specific prior learning. No particular background in terms of specific 

courses studied for national or international qualifications is expected or required. The specific skills of the 

Economics course are developed within the context of the course itself. The ability to understand and explain 

abstract concepts and the ability to write in a logically structured manner are distinct advantages in 

Economics. 

 

5. Career Prospects: 

Economics is a basic requirement for the bachelor degree of business administration (BBA) and degrees 

related to Economics. Furthermore, in applying for jobs in banking, management, economics and finance 

related areas, applicants who have studied Economics before are preferable. 
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IBDP Geography 

1. Course Outline: 

The IBDP Geography course develops holistic study skills that evaluate physical and human environments in 

an interconnected interdisciplinary way. Geography students learn environmental science and socio-economic 

methodologies that examine scientific concepts and ideas from a wide range of school course disciplines. 

Students develop an appreciation and respect for alternative approaches, viewpoints and ideas to develop a 

global understanding. 

 

The Geography course embodies global and international awareness in several distinct ways. It examines key 

global issues, such as international and sustainable development, global governance, natural resources 

management, and environmental change. It considers examples and detailed case studies at a variety of scales, 

from local to regional, national and international. 

 

The aims of the Geography syllabus are to enable students to: 

 ̧ develop an understanding of the interrelationships between people and the environment by a sense of 

place and use of space. 

 ̧ develop concern for human welfare and the quality of the environment, and an understanding for the 

need of planning and sustainable management. 

 ̧ appreciate the relevance of Geography in analysing contemporary issues and challenges, and to develop 

a global perspective of environmental and economic diversity and change. 

 

Distinction between SL and HL  

Students at standard level (SL) and higher level (HL) in Geography are presented with a syllabus that has 

common core and optional themes. HL students may also study the higher-level extension. The syllabus 

requires the development of research skills, attributes and scientific knowledge. 

 

Although the skills and activity of studying Geography are common to both SL and HL students, at HL 

students are required to acquire a further body of theory and case-study knowledge and develop critical 

thinking into the synthesis of ideas by learning applied real-world examples that demonstrate Geography in 

practice. 



Form 4 Subject Selection Guidebook  P.45 
 

2. Syllabus Outline:   

Part Curriculum   

Part One 

Geographic themesðseven options (Two options are studied at SL, and 

three at HL)  

¶ Freshwaterðdrainage basins 

¶ Oceans and coastal margins 

¶ Extreme environments 

¶ Geophysical hazards 

¶ Leisure, tourism and sport 

¶ Food and health 

¶ Urban environments 

Part Two 

Geographic perspectivesðglobal change (SL and HL  core) 

¶ Population distributionðchanging population 

¶ Global climateðvulnerability and resilience 

¶ Global resource consumption and security 

Part two HL 

core extension 

Geographic perspectivesðglobal interactions (HL  only) 

¶ Power, places and networks 

¶ Human development and diversity 

¶ Global risks and resilience 

Internal 

Assessment 

Fieldwork  (SL and HL)  

Fieldwork, leading to one written report based on a fieldwork question, 

information collection and analysis with evaluation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




